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1946. These measures went beyond the scope of the social
services; for they aimed not only at raising the people's living-
standards, but also at guiding and directing the expansion of
the economy as a whole and especially of the basic industries,
and they held out some small hope of increasing the defensi-
bility of island industry against rocket and atomic attack.
They have however been of twofold importance in the evolu-
tion of British social services.
All is not socially beneficial in this latest extension of plan-
ing for the purpose of influencing the location of industry,
necessary though it is. One of the original arguments in favour
of encouraging industry to develop not at London but in more
depressed areas, was that the migration of industry and popu-
lation threatened to leave high and dry the sewers and water-
works, schools and hospitals, of the older industrial regions,
while at the same time necessitating capital expenditure on
reproduction of these facilities in new centres. In* other words,
considerations of the amount and direction of capital outlay
outweighed considerations of health, convenience, and amenity.
This is not of course inherent in a policy of dispersal of
industry; and this economic argument may be less controlling
today than ten years ago, especially since strategic arguments
in favour of dispersal have now become overwhelming, and
also since the redevelopment of the mining industry is now to
involve the construction of new communities in other parts of
the same region. There remains room however for some doubt
as to the extent to which a wise expenditure of the nation's
income will permit the physical reconstruction of outmoded
communities in the c depressed areas' of yesterday that have
now been declared to be the ' development areas' of
tomorrow. So far as this argument carries weight, past capital
outlay on community-service facilities may thus act as an
anchor ta limit the drift of the younger generation of workers
out of these centres into newer and better designed communi-
ties. Necessary economic and strategic planning may stand in
the way of what might otherwise be desirable community
planning.

